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WolseleyWolseley
High Walkability
• Com plete neighborhood  w ith m an y d estination s s uch retail stores,
schools, parks, an d  offices
• Well Con nected  m aking it easy to get from  point A to B w ithout
taking a roun d  about path
• Com pact com m unity w ith a high population d en sity m aking for a
greater n um ber of potential w alkers

Street View: Street Network:

Street View:

Bridgewater ForestBridgewater Forest
Low Walkability
• Incom plete neighborhood  w ith few  d estination s s uch retail stores,
schools, parks, an d  offices
• Poor con nectivity m akes it d ifficult to get from  point A to B w ithout
taking a roun d  about path
• Les s com pact com m unity w ith a low er population d en sity; few er
potential w alkers

Street Network:

The w alkability in d ex for the Win nipeg Health Region (WHR) w as calculated  by com bining the follow ing 3 inputs:
• The 2011 resid ential population d en sity
•The d en sity of am enities (store, restaurants, com m ercial establishm ents, an d  services)
•The d en sity of street intersection s w ith 4 or m ore incom ing road s
The three inputs w ere all calculated  at the d is s m ination block level (n=5500 in the WHR) an d  w ere eq ually w eighted
an d  com bined  into a com posite w alkability score. The higher the score, the greater the estim ated  w alkability of a
neighborhood .
Con sid eration s:
•Neighborhood s w ith a high d en sity of street intersection s ten d  to have sid ew alks, m an y cros s streets ,an d
therefore allow  one to navigate to a d esination q uickly an d  safely using a choice of m ultiple d irect routes
•A high d es nity of am enities in a neighborhood  s uggest that there are m an y m eaning ful d estination s w ithin
w alkable d istance that w ill m otivate resid ents to w alk or bike in stead  of d rive
•A neighborhood  w ith a high resid ential population d en sity contain s a lot of potential w alkers.

Walkability Index Method of Calculation

Walkability is a m eas ure of how  frien d ly an area is to w alking. There are several factors that influence the
w alkability of a neighborhood . Som e factors includ e:
•Com plete: Com plete com m unities are m ixed  use. This m ean s there are a variety of housing types, parks,
offices, services like grocery stores an d  other retail, an d  in stitution s like schools all in the sam e
neighborhood .
•Com pact: In a com pact neighborhood , d istances betw een uses are shorter. Com pact com m unities often
also have a higher d en sity - m ore people living or w orking in a certain am ount of space.
•Con nected : In a w ell-con nected  neighborhood , there are a variety of w ays to get safely from  A to B
w ithout the need  for a personal vehicle.
• Com plete sid ew alk netw orks m ake it easy to get to final d estination s w ithout having to travel in a
roun d about w ay.
Neighborhood  d esign can influence travel pattern s an d  q uality of life as w ell as health an d  en viron m ental
outcom es. Som e of the benefits of com plete, com pact, an d  con nected  neighborhood s includ e:
• More eq uitable acces s to services an d  am enities
•Higher level of physical activity
•Travel-related  cost savings for in d ivid uals an d  household s

What is a Walkable Neighborhood?


